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NOTES:
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 All spelling and punctuation errors have been corrected, most numbers spelled out, all 
abbreviations spelled out except for MC and FEAW, where I have put the meaning in 
square brackets.
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1981 12/14-12/30 SEMINARS at Wisdom’s Goldenrod
Astrology; Theory; Parts

[File 1981 1214-06R06.PDF Begins]

SEMINARS, Dec. 14-30, 1981

THE PARTS AND THE ASCENDANT

[FIGURE 1981 1214-30-1. Mathematical Definition of Part, with Example of Part of Fortune. 
Asc. = Ascendant. Computer generated by NT from 1981 1214-06R06.PDF.]

Since the parts are determined from the ascendant, what does the ascendant mean?
According to one astrologer in the group, the ascendant is the primal point of incarnation into the 

physical body. Once the Soul is incarnated, the ascendant is the self-identity in reference to the body, the 
way the person sees himself, in the physical world. It is the way a person appears or presents himself in a 
superficial way (the persona).

The Hindus consider the ascendant more primary than the Sun sign.
Perhaps the ascendant is the point where the light of the Soul is conjoined to the individual 

psyche. Maybe the light of the Soul makes perception possible. The ascendant seems to be the individual 
point of perception.

The ascendant is defined by the intersection of the great circle of the person’s horizon with the 
belt of the zodiac. The body’s location on the Earth is determined by the horizon, is the actual intersection 
of two circles. By definition a person’s horizon means the limits of his knowledge.

There are 90 possible combinations of angles or major parts (10x9 planets). These can be taken 
two ways, as direct or indirect parts. The angles are what’s important, and they always relate to the 
ascendant. (Though there are other parts, like to the descendent, house cusps, part of Fortune, other parts.)

One speculation is that sidereal time seems to be more connected with the MC [midheaven], 
because it moves evenly with respect to the turning of the Earth. The MC axis connects the Earth with the 
zodiac, because the pole goes through the Earth. The Earth’s axis is relatively fixed.

Maybe the spirit comes in through the pole, and the ascendant is where the psyche comes in. 
Since the Earth’s axis is relatively fixed, perhaps that’s where the relatively fixed nature of the Soul 
comes in.

The light of the Soul comes in through the top of the axial system of the spine. What would be the 
ascendant? The ascendant is where the light goes out through the orifices and the perceptions take place. 
The mind goes out through the ascendant. But the Soul is connected with the mind’s functioning through 
the MC/Nadir axis.

Perhaps the ascendant links the individual’s breathing to the Earth’s breathing, since the 
individual’s breath takes approximately four seconds, and the Earth’s breath takes four minutes. It is very 
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possible each one of the breaths we take culminates in a drop. We’re speaking of how the seed thought is 
organized, activated, and forced from the heart into the head.

Perhaps the epistemological explanation of the part is how a determinate perception gets 
determined out of an indeterminate perception. For all of a sudden an image gets precipitated out of an 
aspect (through the image of the part).

The ascendant is the point of reference. The image comes from the individual who is having the 
experience, i.e. from the person who is perceiving, cognizing or knowing. The ascendant is the “What am 
I?”. It is where the mind goes forth and takes the form of the objective meaning (the part).

Is it the psychical self-identity that’s having the perceptions, or is it the Soul?
What knows is the Soul powers, but they know the modifications in the animate.
Another alternative is that the ascendant marks the point in time that organizes for us 

symbolically the structure of the chart, since the ascendant is a reference point. Then to speak of a part is 
that the Soul understands. Or like the part is like the form that the mental mode takes. The natal chart is 
the objective and the subjective flows into it.

The ascendant can be viewed as 1) psychical, an inbreathing or storing of images at birth, and is 
where things move from a psychical realm into your world, or 2) the most conscious point in your chart, 
since the Soul has all these images.
-------

The idea behind the parts chart is that if a planet, say Venus, is put on the ascendant, the other 
planets (that it aspects), will fall on their respective parts. The structure (angular relation of the planets) is 
the same, but the degree symbols are different. In this way all the meanings the Soul structure is working 
with are precipitated out. The 7-fold structure tells how you will assimilate meaning. A part is some kind 
of manifestation of Reason Principles that will be imaged when a planet goes over it. The degrees of the 
parts seem literal because that’s the actual imaging within the psyche. It will take an entire lifetime to 
unfold the structure of that life.
-------

According to Jones, the direct part (faster moving planet to slower) actually happens -- 
fabricative, and the indirect part has a more inner or profound meaning.

However, the Arabians have a complex system of division into direct and indirect parts, 
according to above or below the horizon, women, men, etc.

The same aspect or angular relationship between two planets (say a square) gives the same part.
One planet is gnostic (understanding); the other is fabricative (sensuous content). The part, a 

product of the two, is equivalent to the symbolic meaning. The degree at the ascendant assimilates that or 
perceives that (peculiar to the degree symbol). Or the degree at the ascendant assimilates the meaning 
peculiar to it.

The degree at the ascendant is required to extract the meaning from that symbol. For example, 
two people have the same degree symbol for the Mars/Venus part, but a different ascendant, so the 
meaning would be different.

The ascendant is where the presentation of the perception is, i.e. the understanding of the 
sensuous content. The ascendant is that point of the senses as entrances and exits. It is the point of the 
pseudo-experience of the pseudo-center (if the whole chart is the Soul).

The part is a symbol of the meaning of a relationship.
-------
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Plotinus speaks of the propagation from the Cosmic Soul of these three realms, the inerratic, 
planetary and elemental (FEAW) [Fire Earth Air Water] spheres. At the same time he speaks of the 
planetary spheres as embodying the powers of the Soul.

The inerratic sphere represents the intellectual part.
The form (intellectual) is from the inerratic -- supermundane gods.
The function is from the planets -- liberated order.
The substances come from the Earth (elements represented by the mundane gods).
There are three levels in each level, like the inerratic has an intellect, soul and an elemental 

aspect. Likewise on the Earth, there’s an elemental aspect, a soul aspect, and an intellectual aspect.
Iamblichus’ Soul subject to Fate is the planetary spheres. The Soul powers per se are the Soul 

subject to Providence.
There is the planet, and all the parts to it. The planet represents the unity, so it has to have all 

these distinct parts within it. These angles seem to be the very structure of the Soul; they pick out the 
images.

What comes first, meaning or structure?
The imaging forth of these Reason Principles is our physical body (why Venus aspects relate to 

the kidneys). The images are what fabricates, the kidneys are the fabricated image.
In order for the body to get organized the way it does, there must be some sort of plan prior to the 

organization of the body. The astral belt of the Earth is where the plan takes place. The essences are 
distributed throughout the human body and these essences are compressed into some sort of formula in 
the sperm.

I.1.7 There is the higher unembodied Soul, Sun in Aquarius, etc. There is also the lower Soul, 
constituted by the planetary spheres, which is kept separate from the higher Soul (with which we 
communicate in silence). At the proper time the higher unembodied Soul will reveal knowledge to you.

You are a symbol for the Soul, in the same way that to think of something you have to make a 
symbol (image) for yourself.

The idea is from the inerratic. The transmitter of that idea is the planetary, which accounts for 
variation in that idea. Included in that unity is a functioning system of knowledge.

We have an organized body. This body has a unitary functioning. When the ascendant comes in a 
person is born. Now that body perceives an object. How does this body have knowledge -- is the 
knowledge from the first or second Soul? The second Soul can only know what the vehicle of knowledge 
has incorporated within it. All that the secondary Soul could know is the product of the tropical zodiac. 
The secondary Soul is adequate for cognition of the environment. In the bank of meanings inherent in the 
vehicle, the second Soul can get lit up.

The phylo-and-onto genetic development of a human being recapitulates all the stages of 
evolution into its bodily structure. This is the meaning of structure as opposed to the structure of meaning.
-------

We have the arithmetization of the ideas, and also a living thing. Think of the Soul powers as the 
second Soul (planetary spheres represent them). This second Soul will understand the inerratic, and will 
extract from the Earth the combination of all those tropes into a living organism.

Example: When a composer puts together notes there’s an arithmetization of ideas, combined to 
produce a whole composition. As the arithmetization of the ideas is organized into the meaning of a 
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structure -- the structure already includes meaning. The Numbers go into the relation of the notes to each 
other. The Tones are like the tropes. The Numbers (notes) include the structure of meaning.

The unity of the parts of Venus, for example, is the unity of a human being; the Soul unifies them.
The parts of Venus would unify its 12 degrees that goes into fabricating a human being, which is 

not properly speaking a unity (no unities below the mundane gods).
These mundane gods would unify the meanings into a melodic phrase. The individual participates 

in the Earth chart through the parts, the Venus provides the unity the individual needs.
Another way to look at it is the Venus is the monad or the thread stringing together the parts or 

beads.

[File 1981 1214-06R06.PDF Ends]
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APPENDIX: WHAT ARE THE PARTS? A CURSORY INTRODUCTION TO THE PARTS AS AN 
APPROACH TO UNDERSTANDING THE PART OF FORTUNE

by Greg Kramer

In order to understand the Part of Fortune, we first need to take a step back and consider what a part is.

An Arabic Part is a sensitive place in the ecliptic that reveals the relationship between two points in a 
horoscope in terms of a third point. The distance between these two points (usually but not always two 
planets) is measured in degrees and minutes of zodiacal longitude as a portion of the 360 degree circle, or 
an arc. This arc is then projected from a third point to locate the part (the third point usually being the 
Ascendant or another house cusp acting as a derivative Ascendant).

Each of these relationships has a direct and an inverse expression. For example, the Sun taken to the 
Moon from the Ascendant is the direct expression of this planetary pair, or the Part of Fortune. The 
inverse part is the Moon taken to the Sun from the Ascendant, or the Part of Spirit. So each pair of planets 
that are being related have complementary expressions with each other.

Recent research has revealed that the ancients made a distinction between day-births and night-births, 
with the effect of reversing the direct/inverse emphasis for certain parts. The explanation for this is too 
complicated to discuss here, but in general a diurnal or day chart (in which the natal Sun is above the 
horizon, in houses 7-12) will put the Part of Fortune at its direct location, while a nocturnal or night chart 
(in which the Sun is below the horizon, in houses 1-6) will place it at its inverse location. This effectively 
makes the Part of Spirit the Part of Fortune for those born at night. Not all astrologers are in agreement 
about which of these methods should be used in interpretation, or whether this discovery negates the 
rationale that has been used up until this time. [Note: Anthony Damiani and astrologers at WG in his time 
only used the diurnal Part of Fortune.]

One of the ideas behind the use of the parts is to see this combination of points as a psychic complex as a 
way of getting a more intricate portrayal of a person than would be possible if the natal factors were 
interpreted separately. Any two planets in a chart have a special relationship by virtue of their 
interrelating functions as a planetary pair, by the ideas they embody as degree meanings, and by the 
amount of separation between them either as an aspect or as a more subtle harmonic proportion of the 
circle. This relationship is then linked to the person’s life in the most direct and immediate way possible 
-- by being extended from the natal Ascendant, the person’s point of self-identity in the context of the 
world. This connection, which is what actually defines the part, brings a person’s outer or social and inner 
or personal experience into direct relationship.

Any identifiable points in a chart can be used to construct parts. This includes planets, natal house cusps, 
house cusps ruled by planets relevant to the matter, other sensitive points, and even critical degrees; in 
short, an unlimited number of parts are possible. This multiplicity of factors allows for the symbolization 
of every conceivable detail of a person’s life experience, as seen through that person’s eyes.

Effective use of the Arabic Parts is truly a fine art. It is a very creative technique, and gives the astrologer 
a reliable means for exploring the free will of the individual. This branch of astrology may well be the 
most difficult to master because it requires an intuitive grasp of astrological techniques along with a good 
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understanding of both human nature and the modern world. One has to be genuinely engaged in the 
intricacies of both inner and outer life for one’s parts to become a conscious focus. In analysis, they must 
be used very selectively and with skill so one is not overwhelmed by the proliferation of interpretive 
possibilities.

With this preliminary understanding of the parts, the Part of Fortune can be considered. In formulating the 
foundations of our current western view of astrology almost 2,000 years ago, Claudius Ptolemy decided 
that the Part of Fortune was important enough to include in the natal chart -- even though it was borrowed 
from a different branch of astrology. It is an important point of interpretation because it is the direct 
expression of the Sun’s relation to the Moon in terms of the Ascendant. These are the three primary 
indicators of the individual as soul, life, and body; or as being, environment, and persona; or as self, its 
experience, and its worldly interface. Understanding the Part of Fortune can provide a fundamental 
insight into the level of individuation with which a person is operating.
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