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ONE OUTLINE
[Paper as read by AS in WG Class 1982 0402a Begins]

1. The Philosopher’s wisdom-knowledge first expresses to us a view of Supreme Reality as Simplex,
Absolute, Alone, utterly Self-Sufficing, the One-Only. This simplicity is not that of a spatial point or
blank homogeneity nor a numerical one to be numbered in with the others. It is super-knowledge, Pure
Intelligence, and is so complex in Its undifferentiated simplicity as to include all and everything within its
universal essentiality.

2. Plotinus identifies the infinite and indeterminate power of the One as not distinct or apart from the pure
Undifferenced Knowledge itself. It must remain a simplex, and yet be the source of all distinctions. To
elicit the distinctions within metaphysical infinity requires this power--the Shakti of Brahman.

3. This power is spoken of as the indeterminate Dyad and is the basis for indeterminate “matter,” or
substratum of all the Unities. It is what imparts to each of the Unities their characteristic uniqueness:
Being and Form in a distinctionless mode within the One. They are therefore super-essential, super-
gnostic, and super-vital.

4. The One in its interaction with the Dyad exhibits Infinity and Bound, or Repose and Act. The double
act in the Divine Mind is non-dual. The Unities which express or constitute the inner nature of the One
are no new production.

5. The totality of all possible arrangements and combinations of these unities which are rooted in the One
still leaves the Oneness untouched. This view of the One as the Unities established in and by the power of
the One in the One leaves the One intact. This is the basis for the Platonic theory of participation. So in
the Unity of Unities are the transcendental principles of Nous and Being, of Ideas and Numbers, the
totality of infinite possibilities. The power of the One establishes distinct real principles, levels of Being,
or a variety of spiritual principles which are yet not separated from their source. We must repeat that this
power when identified with the One, or as extending from the One, this sheer indeterminacy, forces us
into the perception of the One as transcendent and as immanent.

[Paper as read by AS in WG Class 1982 0402a Ends]
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